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Hokie Mokie put his trombone in its trombone case and went
to a gig. At the gig everyone fell back before him, bowing.

“Hi, Bucky! Hi Zoot! Hi Freddie! Hi George! Hi Thad! Hi
Roy! Hi Dexter! Hi Jo! Hi Willie! Hi Greens!”

“What we gonna play, Hokie? You the king of jazz now,
you gotta decide.”

“How about ‘Smoke’?”’

“Wow!” everybody said. “Did you hear that? Hokie Mokie
can just knock a fella out, just the way he pronounces a word.
‘What a intonation on that boy! God Almighty!”
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“Yes, that’s Hokie’s famous ‘English sunrise’ way of
playing. Playing with lots of rays coming out of it, some red rays,
some blue rays, some green rays, some green stemming form a

violet center, some olive stemming from a tan center - (p.11)
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What he liked about his first wife was her gift of mimicry[]
after a party, theirs or another couple’s, she would vivify for him
what they had seen, the faces, the voices, twisting her pretty
mouth into small contortions that brought back, for a dazzling
instant, the presence of an absent acquaintance. “Well, if | reawy
—how does Gwen talk? if T re-awwy cared about conserwation -
- ” And he, the husband, would laugh and laugh, even though
Gwen was secretly his mistress and would become his second
wife. (p.33)
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The quail came just before the lilacs bloomed in the green
time of their first spring married. The morning was the first
warm morning with no frost, only dew. Feeling sun on the bed
she rose earlier than usual; when she saw the quail in the back
yard she woke him. He saw eight birds scratching earth and
pecking in the landlord’s garden.

He told her they were California Quail. The hens were like
dowager women, plump and impeccably arrayed in brown and
gray. They were escorted by three portly males with gray-vested
chests and an ascot of black plumage at their throats. Each bird
had one black plume feather bobbing on the forehead. (p.209)
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...the major of the battalion made love to Luz, and she had
never known Italians before, and finally wrote to the States that
theirs had been only a boy and girl affair. She was sorry, and she
knew he would probably not be able to understand, but might
someday forgive her, and be grateful to her, and she expected,
absolutely unexpectedly, to be married in the spring. She loved
him as always, but she realized now it was only a boy and girl
love. She hoped he would have a great career and believed in
him absolutely. She knew it was for the best. (p.127)
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Away in the north stood Mount Kenya itself, with snow
upon its head, with a thin white plume trailing from its
summit where the city winds made a storm and blew the
white powder from the top of the mountain.
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A thin white plume is trailing .

The city winds made a storm and blew the white powder

from the top of the mountain in the summi.
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They were having to go out too often, and there were no

replacements coming along.
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‘Bomber boys unhappy,” Peter said.

‘Not unhappy,’ I answered.

‘Well, they’re browned off.’

‘No. They’ve had it, that’s all. But they’ll keep going.
You can see they’re trying to keep going.’
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‘Piece of cake,’ I said.
‘Like hell.’
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The order was relayed to the whole system, to all the
muscles in the_legs, arms and body, and the muscles went

to work.
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My arms received the message and went to work.
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Out came the pin and the straps were loosed. Now, let’s

get out. Let’s get out, let” get out. But I couldn’t do it._I

simply couldn’t lift myself out of the cockpit.
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Still they flew closer. They came nearer and nearer, right

up in front of my face so that I saw only the black crosses

which stood out brightly against the colour of the

Messerschmitts and against the blue of the sky;
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‘For God’s sake, get out,” said a voice from the next

room. ‘Come on, Stag, you’ve had over an hour.” Stuffy

was sitting on the edge of the bed with no clothes on,
drinking slowly and waiting his turn.
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It was an extraordinary thing because he could make a

kind of smile with his voice without smiling with his lips.
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They were good-looking girls, young and good-looking,




all different, completely different from each other
because they were Greek and Syrian and French and
Italian and light Egyptian and Yugoslav and many other
things, but they were good-looking, all of them were

good-looking and handsome.
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We showed her the tent which we had prepared for her
and we showed her the small cotton nightdress which Fin
had obtained in some_mysterious way the night before in
Athens.
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It was a smiling photograph, the kind that one likes to
send to one’s mother and it had a thin, black frame made

of wood.
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She was so close to it and she could see the way in which
the nose of the machine reached out far ahead of
everything, as though the bird was craning its neck in the

eagerness of its passage.
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He was in the Western Desert when we had nothing and
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...his eyes were bright and dark. They were never still

unless they were looking into your own.
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Each time I go out, I say to myself, shall it be these or
shall it be those? Which ones are the worst?
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‘Balls. That’s just personal. Doesn’t affect anyone else.’
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